
Access to safe, timely, and affordable surgical care represents an essential strategy for achieving universal health coverage 
and fulfilling the sustainable development goals. Yet for nearly 5 billion people, treatment of common surgical conditions is 
often unavailable or too costly. Nearly 17 million people face preventable death each year resulting from untreated surgical 

conditions. Millions more suffer from treatable complications and life-long disability.

Treatment of congenital anamolies such as cleft lip and palate, conditions such as obstructed labor and fistula, as well as 
traumatic injuries, which are routinely treated in high-income countries, represent an unattainable health luxury for most of 
the world. These conditions are called neglected surgical diseases and leave millions of people unable to participate fully in 

society, disrupting families and communities, contributing to socioeconomic and gender inequality, and impacting economic 
productivity at all levels.

Surgical care is one of the most cost-effective public health interventions and represents a health priority that is within reach 
for countries around the world. For every $1 invested in surgical capacity building, $10 is generated through increased health 
and productivity at the district level. Surgical interventions can have a transformative impact on the lives of neglected patients 

and their families. Timely caesarean sections alone can avert as many as 100,000 maternal deaths every year and reduce 
neonatal mortality by 30-70%.

Integrating surgical care into existing health systems represents a cost-effective strategy that can save millions of lives each 
year, contributing to economic productivity, gender equality, and poverty alleviation.

This high-level event hosted in parallel with the 73rd UN General Assembly will bring together country-level delegates, 
multilateral representatives and civil society leaders to shed light on this under-prioritized global health issue impacting 
millions. Special guests will discuss health systems strengthening strategies to support eradication of neglected surgical 
diseases, and to support delivery of safe, effective and timely surgical care, creating pathways towards universal health 

coverage and greater equality.

This event is invitation-only. To apply to participate in this event, please contact RSVP@theg4alliance.org by September 12, 
2018. Please note that all attendees will need to have a UN badge to access the venue. If you do not have a UN badge and 

wish to attend, please contact our team.
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